McCann recognized the immense significance of the cross talk of the nervous and endocrine system with the immune system. His broad vision and bright intellect acknowledged the fact that biological sciences cannot be reduced to genomic and proteomic profiles or a single cellular signaling pathway, but have to be seen as a whole in the context of physiology.
in neuroendocrinology. His work included: hypothalamic control of water intake [1] , suppression of adrenal compensatory hypertrophy by hypothalamic lesions [2] , the effect of hypothalamic lesions on the secretion of luteotrophin [3] , physiological control of ovulation [4] , a hypothalamic follicle stimulating hormone-releasing factor [5] , the neuroendocrine regulation of hypophyseal luteinizing hormone secretion [6] and arginine vasopressin as a thyrotropin-releasing hormone [7] ( fig. 1 ) .
Furthermore, he was among the pioneers to unravel the cross talk of neuroendocrine cells with the immune system forming the basis of the field of neuroimmunomodulation [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] .
Finally, he was among the first to recognize the neuroendocrine basis of the metabolic syndrome [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] .
Until the very last days of his life he managed to stay updated with the latest developments in science.
A tribute to Professor McCann would, however, be incomplete without a record on the man as a mentor and inspiration to all of us. Therefore, I would like to provide a selection of some of the messages that were sent to me in preparation of my talk from all over the world that may represent the feelings and impressions of many of us. Septic, cachetic and hypotensive, Don managed to gather the strengths to reach us in order to consult about his treatment choices at 3 a.m. local time in Buenos Aires. His strong voice and clear state of mind were startling. We were profoundly touched, as we knew that Don was sharing his goodbye message.
We prayed for the impossible, hoping that he could again miraculously defeat death, as he had done more than twice before with the help of Valeria Rettori. But, differently from previous times, he conveyed a sense of completeness about his work and his mission, which he conquered by his tireless lifetime determination.
A few hours later the world lost a great person and mind with his passing away at the University Hospital of Buenos Aires.' Claudio Mastronardi, University of Miami 'I ended up spending five wonderful years in his lab, until I completed my PhD thesis under his supervision. He was an excellent and encouraging boss who was always ready to discuss research. His ideas were very clear and so was the way he approached them.
Inspired by the ''in vivo veritas'' models, he advised me to do in vivo experiments ''to go to the jugular of the problem'' and to do it in a simple way.
I could not help to consider him as my scientific father, and even more, in some circumstances … just as my father.
I was ready to become a father but since I could not see a clear outcome in the future, I hesitated to the point of preventing my wife and I to have kids. I will always remember the deep sense of security and the intensity of the expression in his face when he suddenly told me: ''All the women should have at least one child; otherwise they will not feel fulfilled in their life. Do not worry about the future, remember the words from the bible: ''God will provide …''. Therefore Don McCann will live on in the eyes of my children. ' Finally, I would like to thank Dr. Valeria Rettori for taking care of her husband Prof. McCann. Valeria Rettori, a brilliant scientist herself, has spent a major part of her scientific career with Don McCann. Both published and worked together until the last moment. When Don was in a desperate situation in a community hospital in Baton Rouge, it was Valeria who took him to Buenos Aires to recover and regain the positive spirits of life. Without her the world would have lost a great mind many years earlier. Don McCann followed the definition of true wisdom, a man with an open mind who learned from everybody, a man who did not work just for himself but for his team and therefore for his legacy.
